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Communications Conference CallsCommunications Conference Calls
CFWC has hosted communications conference calls to keep water community CFWC has hosted communications conference calls to keep water community 
and agricultural organizations updated on water issues, fact sheets and to share and agricultural organizations updated on water issues, fact sheets and to share 
information. The calls are held semi-monthly and are open to individuals throughout information. The calls are held semi-monthly and are open to individuals throughout 
the state.the state.

The most recent comms call agenda included three new facts sheets and graphs, The most recent comms call agenda included three new facts sheets and graphs, 
plus an update on the SWRCB staff report on unimpaired flows and the alternative plus an update on the SWRCB staff report on unimpaired flows and the alternative 
Voluntary Agreements, or “Healthy Rivers and Landscapes”.Voluntary Agreements, or “Healthy Rivers and Landscapes”.

Futures Water Demands for CaliforniaFutures Water Demands for California
CFWC updated its “Where Does Farm Water Go?” fact sheet for 2024 (page 2), CFWC updated its “Where Does Farm Water Go?” fact sheet for 2024 (page 2), 
showing that the total water showing that the total water usedused on California farms is about 8.2 trillion gallons,  on California farms is about 8.2 trillion gallons, 
or 25.2 MAF (depletion). That figure is compared to the total water demand to or 25.2 MAF (depletion). That figure is compared to the total water demand to feedfeed  
California’s population, which is about 11.3 trillion gallons, or 34.6 MAF. California’s population, which is about 11.3 trillion gallons, or 34.6 MAF. 

Based on expected population growth (California Department of Finance, Based on expected population growth (California Department of Finance, 
Demographic Research Unit), it will require additional 1 MAF of water to produce Demographic Research Unit), it will require additional 1 MAF of water to produce 
the food needed for an additional 1.165 million individuals added to California’s the food needed for an additional 1.165 million individuals added to California’s 
population by 2044 (20 years). The result is an ever increasing dependence of foreign-population by 2044 (20 years). The result is an ever increasing dependence of foreign-
produced food. produced food. 

Sample Daily MenuSample Daily Menu
CFWC produced a new fact sheet, titled “Sample Daily Menu,” (page 3) designed to CFWC produced a new fact sheet, titled “Sample Daily Menu,” (page 3) designed to 
help consumers, elected officials, and the media understand the connection between help consumers, elected officials, and the media understand the connection between 
farm water and the food we eat. Based on USDA “MyPlate” recipes (www.myplate.farm water and the food we eat. Based on USDA “MyPlate” recipes (www.myplate.
gov), UN FAOSTAT, 2017 and USDA FNS water data, the sample daily menu includes a gov), UN FAOSTAT, 2017 and USDA FNS water data, the sample daily menu includes a 
selection of breakfast, lunch, and dinner items, plus a morning and afternoon snack. selection of breakfast, lunch, and dinner items, plus a morning and afternoon snack. 
The combined total for all items is 810.3 gallons per person, per day in water needed The combined total for all items is 810.3 gallons per person, per day in water needed 
to grow all of the included recipe items. to grow all of the included recipe items. 

The United Nations reports that the global average for water needed to meet per The United Nations reports that the global average for water needed to meet per 
capita food production demands is 3,000 liters per day, or 792.5 gallons. capita food production demands is 3,000 liters per day, or 792.5 gallons. 



11.3

Agricultural water numbers are based on depletion, or the amount of water that is no longer available for other uses. 
Population figures sourced from 2022 U.S. Census. Water use is DWR 2019 water year.

Per capita water demands for food supply is from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations.
https://www.fao.org/water/en/
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Breakfast 

Orange Juice 
Spanish Omelette 
Crunchy Berry �rfait �. 
Breakfast Total 

Morning Snack 
, Apple Slices vvith Pean 

unch 

Steak Fajitas 
Bell Pepper and 
Lemonade 

nch Total 

Afternoon Sna 

Cinnamon Appl 

Dinner 

Greek Pork Chops 
Spring Vegetable 
Mashed Potatoes 
Soft Drink 
Dinner Total 

"' 

Daily Total 

Gallons of 
forf6o 

Recipes: www.myplate.gov 
V\.ater data: u� FAOSTAT, 2017; USO 

Farmers use \Nater to grow food and fiber. Ho-Never, 
the people Vlklo �onsume. tne farm products are the 
true users of \Nater.The i�estment in \Nater as 
a society is the essential component of 
producing a safe and nutritious domestic 
food supply. 
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Other Media ActivityOther Media Activity
CFWC submitted the following letters and opinion pieces to the following publications:CFWC submitted the following letters and opinion pieces to the following publications:

2/7/24  Letter  OC Register Good News/Bad News on CA water supplies 2/7/24  Letter  OC Register Good News/Bad News on CA water supplies 

2/14/24  Opinion  SDU Tribune Managing CO River with Equitable Outcomes2/14/24  Opinion  SDU Tribune Managing CO River with Equitable Outcomes

3/14/24  Letter  SL Tribune Water Conservation partnerships on CO River3/14/24  Letter  SL Tribune Water Conservation partnerships on CO River

3/18/24  Letter  SJ Mercury Sites Reservoir update - Save wet year water for dry years3/18/24  Letter  SJ Mercury Sites Reservoir update - Save wet year water for dry years
            
3/27/24  Letter  CalMatters UCSB study on potential water savings by switching crops3/27/24  Letter  CalMatters UCSB study on potential water savings by switching crops
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